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AB - J73005886^Method for producing an imitation leather having suppleness, 
durability and a smooth surface layer, comprises shrinking by wet heat 
a fibre mat comprising 10% to 40%, based on total wt. of fibres in the 
mat, of polyvinyl alcohol fibres soluble in hot water and adhering the 
fibres to one another, impregnating the shrunken mat with a binder (I) 
under conditions such that the adhesion between the fibres is not 
destroyed, to form a non-woven cloth having a 5% modulus of >=2.5 
kg/3cm, smoothing its surface, forming a resin layer (II) on the 
smooth surface, and after coagulation and solidification of this 
surface resin layer, extracting and removing the water-soluble 
polyvinyl alcohol fibres in the structure of the non-woven cloth. 
Pref. the polyvinyl alcohol fibres begin to dissolve at about 40 to 80 
- degrees C. These fibres are mixed with other synthetic, regenerated 
or natural fibres, which are free from shrinkage, and the resulting 
mixtures are deposited in the form of fibrous mat. The mat may be 
needle-punched to cohere the fibres. Binder (I) is e.g. SBR latex and 
resin (II) is e.g. a polyurethane. 
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